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I. GOI FOREIGN MINISTRY PERMANENT SECRETARY PAUL KEATING INFORMED 
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CHARGE TODAY, MAY 5, THAT FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD IS PLANNING 
A MIDDLE EAST TRIP IN THE PERIOD MAY 19 - 25. HE PLANS TO VISIT 
AMMAN, BEIRUT, DAMASCUS AND CAIRO, IN THAT ORDER. KEATING ASKED 
THAT WE KEEP THE TRIP IN CONFIDENCE "FOR THE TIME BEING". 

2. KEATING SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO INFORM US THAT FITZ- 
GERALD WAS NOT UNDERTAKING THIS TRIP WITH ANY SPECIFIC NEW MANDATE 
FROM HIS EC COLLEAGUES ALTHOUGH THEY HAD BEEN INFORMED AND HAD 
APPROVED. FITZGERALD LOOKED ON THE VISITS AS "BASICALLY BILATERAL" 

IN NATURE ALTHOUGH HE INTENDED TO USE THE TALKS TO INFORM HIMSELF 
IN THE ROLE OF THE IRISH PRESIDENCY OF THE EC AND WITHIN "THE 
GENERAL MANDATE OF EC CONCERNS WITH MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS AND 
THE EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE." 

3. KEATING EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR ONGOING BRIEFINGS BOTH IN 
DUBLIN AND WITH IRISH EMBOFFS IN WASHINGTON. FITZGERALD, HE ADDED, 
DID NOT WANT "TO CROSS UP ANY WIRES" IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND HOPED 
THAT WE COULD REMAIN IN CONTACT DURING THE TWO WEEKS BEFORE HIS 
DEPARTURE. FOR EXAMPLE, THE GOI FULLY REALIZED THAT ASPECTS OF U. 

S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY WERE UNDER RE-EXAMINATION AND IT WAS NOT 
CLEAR WHEN THIS WOULD PRODUCE ANY FIRM VIEWS OF NEW COURSES OF 
ACTION. NEVERTHELESS, ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR EASSESSMENT 
THAT THE USG COULD PROVIDE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

. COMMENT: CONCERNING KEATING'S REFERENCE TO THE EURO- ARAB DIALOG- 
UE (PARA 2 ABOVE), THE IRISH HAVE NOT BEEN VERY FORTHCOMING BUT 
WE UNDERSTAND FROM OTHER POSTS' REPORTING THAT A SCENARIO AND 
TIMETABLE ARE UNFOLDING. GOI IS WEAKLY REPRESENTED IN THE ARAB 
WORLD AND PROBABLY LACKS CONFIDENCE. WE BELIEVE THE FITZGERALD 
TRIP PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY, IF THE DEPARTMENT HAS ANY ADDITIONAL 
INPUT ON THIS SUBJECT THAT COULD USEFULLY BE PUT BEFORE THE IRISH 
OR THE EC. 

RENDAHL 
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